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SELECTIONS. 
nn 
Biography of Mr. Curran, 
The Irifh Orator. 

( Continued from page 19.) 

THAT learning and talents are often en- 
abled to raife themfelves into notice, without 
the fortunate co-operation of extriniic¢ cir- 
cumftances, isan obtervation which has been 
often exemplified in every profeffion ; but, 
perhaps, more frequently in that of the law, 
than any other. Our young barrifter, with 
qualities which are as likely to ftrike at firft 
fight, as thote poileiled by any of his cotem- 
poraries, remained, however, for fome time 
at the bar entirely unnoticed. ‘The atention 
of the public was turned toward him, for the 
tirft time, in rather a dingular way. 

He had been engaged as agent by one of 
the candidates at a contefted election, and in 
courfe of the poll, it became neceflary for 
him to make objections to a vote prottered by 
the adverfe party, which he did in that itrong 
and farcaftic manner for which he is {o re- 
markable. His antagonift, a man of rude 
and overbearing manners, fe/t the pungency 
of his wit, and not immediately recogniting 
the Barrifter under a fhabby cout, and a mean 
appearance (for nature has not been very fa- 


vorable in external decorations,) he applied | 
to him fome very grofs epithets. With more | 


{pirit, perhaps, than decorum, Mr. Curran 
leaped from his feat, feized him by the col- 
lar, and was prevented only by the interpoti- 
tion of the by-ftanders from chatting him 
on the fpot. He, however, was not preciud- 
- Y - ; : nNoeyY > + 
ed from aiierting his independence in that 
wavy, which could alone be tolerated in the 
preience of a magiftrate, he therefore, in a 


tew pithy fentences, difclofed his mind and 


his charaéter ; his antagonilt had generotity 
enough to acknowledge his error, and apolo- 
gized to Mr. Curran for the coniequences of 
his miftake ; nay, inftead of reienting the 
violence with which he had repelled the in- 
fult, he granted him his friendfhip, and by 


his recommendation and patronage very el- | 


{entially promoted his future interefts. 


From that period he began to rife rapidly. 
Within lefs than fix months he quitted his 


gratuitous lodgings in Cavan-fireet, and re- 
moved nearer to the more reputable part of 
the town. Mrs. Curran no longer dithonor- 


ed her lord’s circumttances, by appearing in | 
the difcharge of thofe domeftic offices which | 
are ufually performed by deputy; nay, in | 


Jefs than a year, the rifing profperity of the 
family was vifible in the luxury of a one-horfe 


chair | Merit was now finding its proper lev- ' 
ei, and, in this inftance at leaft, we no long- 


er bekold great learning and uncommon 
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| genius ftruggling with adverfity, or fullied in ! to be about to retire for a time, and perha 


| the eftimation of vulgar minds, by an unde- 
| ferved poverty. 

Within two or.three years more, we find 

| Mr. Curran feated in the Houfe of Commons, 
and feconding, with much fportive humor, 
every effort of the popular party for the 
emancipation of the country, and the eftab- 
lifhment of its commercial freedom and pe- 
litical independence, 

During the arduous and interefting period 
in which Mr. Fitzgibbon filled the office of 
Attorney-general, he was one of the leading 
men in oppofitior, and of courfe came into 
frequent collifion with that dogmatical and 
haughty lawyer. .'The high tone of defiance 
on iegal or conititutional queftions with 
which the Attorney-general endeavored to 
overbear his opponents, was more frequently 

‘ridiculed by wit, than combated by the are 
guments of Mr. Curran; if in this mode of 
combat, he did not always repel the blow, he 
ut leaft evaded its force, and though he 
could not on every occafion boait of victory, 
he at leaft efcaped defeat. On one of theie 
contefts, the ifiue was more ierious 3 it pro- 
duced a duel, in which Mr. C. was the chal- 
lenger, but which happily was attended with 
ho injury to either party. 

| While Mr. Curran was thus fuccefsfully 

, attentive to bufineis, he did not {uffer oppor- 

tunivies of pleafure to pats by him unenjoyed. 

He was naturally, indeed, a man of uncom- 

| mon gaiety 3 poiiedling an exquilite ear for 
| mulic, and being himielf no ordimary per- 
former on the forte piano, it was not ftrange 
that the Circe-like allurements of Mrs. Bil- 

lington dhould have enchanted him for a 

time. 

Although Mr. Curran has been ufually 
confidered a man, of gallantry, he enjoys an 
| uninterrupted claim to the character of a 
good father. He has one fon, who is now 
(1798) about to be called to the bar, and 
two daughters ; to the education of thefe he 
las paid the moit affectionate attention. 

it has been already obferved, that, in his 
parliamentary character, he has always been 
attached to the popular caule. Indeed, from 
his outfet in life, he has been a ffeady friend 
to the legiflative independence, to free com- 
merce, and a reform in the reprefentation of 
Ireland. He has uniformly declared againft 
the war with France, and he has combated, 
with unremitted vigour, during five years, 
the coercive fyitem which has been purfued 
in Ireland. Finding the inefficacy of that 
| oppofition, he has withdrawn, along with ma- 
ny of thofe with whom he had co-operated, 
from the Houfe of Commons, and is now 
known to the public only as an advocate. 
In this capacity he has lately defended many 
of his unfortunate countrymen ; and is faid 
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the jury {till remember that Mr. Erfkine js 
































for ever from his native country. 

As a lawyer Mr. Curran has not part# 
larly diftinguifhed himfelf, by the extent 
his knowledge or the depth of his refearch 
he {tands, in this refpect only, on an equa 
with his competitors ; it is as an advoc 
that he outftrips them. . Indeed, in ° 
character, he has not, perhaps, his equa 
the empire. With Mr. Erikine he hast 
frequently compared ; but in the opini¢ in of 
fome who have.long admired, and attenti vely / 
confidered the refpective excellencies of € -ach 
the latter holds only a fecond place. . 
Mr. Erikine is an acute, grave, laboriious 
and frequently an eloquent pleader ; he rarns 
the bright fide of his client’s ¢afe to fy)! 
view, urges its {trong parts with the ‘force of 
a maf{culine underftanding, and covers its 
weaknels with very ingenious fophiftry ; but 


a advocate, and are on their guagd againit 
his arts. — 

Mr. Carran while he difplays as much 
acutenefs as Mr. E. gets nearer the heart and 
paflions of his auditors ; and by the ardour 
and animation of an eloquence neither féti-. 
tious nor forced, excludes every feeling and 
every thought but thofe which he wifhes to | 
excites fu the examination of witnefles,, § 
too, Mr, Curran is eminently powerfull... In 
this manner he refembles Mr. Garrow, but 
perhaps excels even that gentleman in prob~ || 
ing a rotten caufe to the bottom, in eliciting | 
truth from prevarication, and touching the oe 
fecret {trings that aétuate the human heart. 4 oe 

Mr. Curran’s parliamentary fpeeches fel~ ns 
dom poffefs the excellence which has marked. P¥ 
his profeilional defences. They difplay much | (i) 
lets of the mens divinior ; they are irregular, 4 
and defultory, and feem to be rather the play | 
of his mind than its ferious exertion. ‘They, | 
however, abound with admirable ftrokes of | 
invective, and irony, and though they affitt ¥ 
but little in guiding decifion, on the point [iM 
difcufled, yet produce a good effect, by hold~ iy 
ing up political profligacy and corruption try 
contempt and deteftation. eg 

Of claffical learning Mr. Curran feems to mm 
have early laid in a good ftore ; his alluGo : 
to the Roman poets are frequent, and hi 
quotations from them are prompt, and happy 
lt is a curious circumftance, that to ftudy the} 
Latin-claffics, and commit to memory re-~ 
markable paflages formed a part of Mr. Cura 
ran’s preparation for the bar ; and that h 
continues, from his experience of its utility. "| 
to recommend his practice to the ftudent a | 
the municipal law. 

On the icore of perfon, Mr. Curran owes 
but little to nature. His ftature is low, his 
figure meagre and illformed, and his whole 
appearance far from being prepoifefiing. Hy 
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has, however, an eye which emits the fire of 

venius, and is admirably calculated to trani- 

, mit either the {cintiliations of fancy, or that 

} deep pathos of the heart, which he not only 

: { feels himfelf, but can fo powerfully excite in 

others. Of drefs he hasalways been remark~ 

ably, perhaps culpably, negligent ; for he has 

often played Cicero in the fenate, im the garb 
of Scrub ! 
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| The public are intdebted to the laborious refearch- 

y es of SIR WILLIAM JONES, for fone curi- 
t ous and entertaining /pecimens of Arabian Po- 
¢ etry. The following is copied from the Port 
Folio. It bas many marks of authenticity, 
and breathes frrongly of that voluptuous /pirit, 
avhich is ever the produft of the warm regions 
of the forth. (‘Tablet.) 
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THE MOALLAKAT. 
POEM II.—BY TARAFA- 






On a camel like this, I continue my courfe, -| 
_ when the companion of my adventure ex- 
\) claims, “Oh ! that I could redeem thee, and 
') redeem mytelf from impending danger !” 
while his foul flutters through fear, and, im- 
|| Agining that he had loft the way, he fuppofes 
_ himfelf on the brink of perdition. When 
| the people fay aloud, “ Who is the man 2 
deliver us front calamity ?” 1 believe that they 
call upon me, and I diiyrace not their com- 
miffion by fupinenefs or folly. I ihake the 
_ lath over my camel, and fhe quickens her 
| Pace, while the fultry vapour rolls in waves 
| over the burning cliffs. eee Me of the 
_ defert] floats proudly along with ht flowing 
» tail, asthe dancing-girl floats in the banquet 
of her lord, and {preads the long white fkirts 
_of her trailing veft. I inhabit not the lofty 
hills, through fear of enemies or of guetts ; 
but, when the tribe or the traveller demand 
my affiftance, I give it eagerly. If you feek 
_ me im the circle of the aflembled nation, 
there you find me ; and, if you hunt me in 
the bowers of the vinter, there too you dif- 
/e | cover your game. When you vifit me in the 
| =) morning, I offer you a flowing goblet ; and, 
4. if you make excufes, I bid you drink it with 
| (#) pleafure, and repeat your draught. When 
_ #) all the clan are met to ftate their pretenfions 
o nobility, you will perceive me raifed to 
he fummit of an illuftrious houfe, the refuge 
fthe diftreffed. My companions in the 
eaft are youths bright as ftars, and finging- 
irls, who-advance toward us, clad in {triped 
bes and faffron coloured mantles : large is 
e opening of their vefts, above their deli- 
ate bofoms, through which the enflamed 
outh touches their uncovered breafts, of ex- 
_quifite foftnefs. When we fay, to one of 
them, * Let us hear a /ong !” fhe fteps before 
4s with an. eafy grace, and begins with gentle 
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| implores my aid, to bend towards hun my Were 


fipating my property, both newly acquired extenfive fignification, the obfervation j 
and inherited ; until the whole clan reject there are undoubtedly facts, 
me, and leave me folitary, ike a dileate Hy of Which 1S bey ond the ¢ 
camel, fmeared with pitch : yet, even now he is not omnifcient. He js unable to fear, 
T perceive, that the fons of earth [the moff intinitude 3; he cannot explain the n ¢ 
indigent men) acknowiedge my bounty, and Angels >. he cannot ‘compre 
the rich inhabitants of yon extended camp! But this was not the fe 
confe/s my glory. 

© thou, who cenfureit me for engaging 
in combats and purluing pleaiures, wilt thou, | ¢ 
if I avoid them, infure my immortality ? If| ful to his happinefs. In this fenfe the max. 
thow art unable to repel the stroke of death,{ im 1s not correct. 
allow me, before it comes, to enjoy the good | be attributed to the nature 
which I pofiefs ! Were it not for three en-j of the ignorance 
joyments, which youth affords, i fwear, by! among: mankind, muft be charged upon 
thy profperity, that [fhould not be folicitous| themic!ves. Many fa¢ts, formerly 
how foon my friends vifited me on my death-; are now well under 


° 
the knowledge 
apacity of men; for 
ature oi 
my hend Jehovah. 
nie intended. Truth 
here doubtlefs fignities 
which man is: 


a 


and {cepticifin, prevalent 


unknown, 


are , ftood, inthe nature of 
bed : firft, to rife before the cenfurers awake, | Which no reaton caw be aiigned why ther 


and to drink tawny wine, which tparkles and | were not long fince diftovered Inattention 
froths when the clear {tream is poured into} covered the ¢ well” of knowledge, and truth 
it 3; next, when a warrior, encircled by foes, ; was obfcured by indolence. 


rane t 


The ancients 
unacquainted with the motion and 
prancing charger, fierce as a wolf among the | {pherical figure of the earth; © them it wis 
ghada-trees, whom the found of human foot- fuflicient, that the cheering influences of the 
{fteps has awakened, and who runs to quench jun daily returned, and the feafons «© roy 
his thirft at the brook ;. thirdly, to thorten | their fplendid round.” They enjoyed the 
a cloudy day, a day aitonithingly dark, by} benefit of nature’s ‘operations, and they en- 
toying with a lovely delicate girl, under a tent | quired no farther. : 
fupported by pillars 5 a girl, whole bracelets | 
and garters {eem hung on the items of ofhar- | 
trees, or of riciuus, not firipped oi their joft 
leaves. 

Suffer me, whiiit I live, to drench my head 
with wine, ieft having drunk too little in my 
life-time, I fhould be thirfly in another fate ! 
A man of my generous ipirit drinks his full 
draught to-day ; and to-morrow, when we 
are dead, it will be known which of us has 
not quenched histhirft. I fee no difference 
between the tomb of the anxious mifer, galp- : 
ing over his hoard, and the tomb of the lib- 
ertine, loft in the maze of voluptuoufnels. 

You behold the fepulchres of them both 
raifed in two heaps of earth, oa which are 
elevated two broad piles of folid marble, 
among the tombs clolely connected. 

Death, I obferve, felects the nobleft heroes | 
for her victims, and referves, as hers, the 
choiceft poffeffions of the fordid hoarder. 

I confider time as a treafure, decrealing 
every night ; and that which every day di- 
minifhes foon perifhes for ever. 

By my life, my friend, when death inflicts 
not her wound, fhe refembles a camel-driver, 
who relaxes the cord which remains twifted 
in his hand ! 


ke will be faid that knowledge is pre gre! 
live 4 that there is an indefinite field of aif. 
covery, even within the compals of 
‘enfes ; that diligent and patient application 
is neceflary for any confiderable progreis in 
Knowledge ; and that after all our perfever- 
ance, many things will doubtlefS remain 
locked in the cave of obfcurity. The objer- 
vations are correét. Diligence 15 neceflary 3 
and the nature of truth, inftead of prefent- 
ing difcouragements, holds out a!lure:ments 
to excite it. It is unjuft to afcribe that to 
the obfcurity of truth, which is owing entire- 
ly to inattention and indolence. We are 
ftartled at difficulties, and confounded at 
labor ; we give over the inquiry, and ex- 
claim, ‘it is a myfterv.” 


our 


ee 
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Another prosioter ot ignorance, and per- 
haps often the caufe of the indolence which 
bas been mentioned, is indifference to truth. 
Many often feel but little intereited in the re- 
fult of their fpeculations, even in inatters of 
utility and importance. They have fome 
vague curiofity 3 they enquire with Pilate, 
“what is truth ?” and with him retire nor 
wait for an anfwer. We hear of a difcovery 
in Philofophy, or an invention in the arts ; 
we immediately fee the propriety and necef- 
lity of it, and wonder that we jad not before 
obferved it. 

This indifference is not contined to {pecu- 
lative {cience, but extends to the more inter- 

P= & efting concerns of civil polity, morality and re- 
Search of Truth. ligion. “Here the want of a difpotition for 
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ar hotes, in a voice not forced : when fhe War- 
+} @ ‘les in ahigher ftrain, you would believe her 


ry bit young. 


y Thus, Idrink old wine without ceafing, 
nd enjoy the delights of life 5 felling and dif- 





jotes to be thofe of camels lamenting their | 


rr Was an opinion, prevalent among the acquiring knowledge is often the caufe of ip- 
| ancients, that « Veritas in puteo ;” ‘Truth ts} norance, and the difficulty of arriving at | 
aidden. This was a fufficient anfwer to tainty, the excufe or pretext. ‘Lhe enquiry, 
| every inquiry. It was an excufe for indo-| what is my intereft or convenience ?: is more 
| lence, and it folaced the Philofopher, when frequently attended to than what is my duty- 


baffled in his inveftigations. Were men equally folicitous for the truth. 





} Ifthe word, truth, be taken in its moft’ the latter would be as eafily refolved acti. 
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-ormer 3 and in fine, the problems cf math- 
ernatics would fcarcely be better known and 
defined than our moral rights and obligations. 

The diverfity of opinions on thefe iubjects 
inong men is no objection to this reafoning. 
‘his can be fatisfactorily accounted for on 
other principles. It is unnecefiary to fay, | 
truth is obfcure, while men judge {o haftily, | 
and, with fo much obftinacy, retain their 
opinions in fpite of teftimony. One, perhaps 
from a flight view of the fubject, forms an | 
hypothefis in Natural Philofophy. ‘To this | 
ail his fubfequent reafoning and inveftigations | 
on the fubject mutt conform, or be difcarded. 
Another, perhaps merely from a fpirit of op- | 
pofition, or affectation of fingularity, adopts 
a different fyitem ; but imitates his antago- 
nift fo far as to be equally obftinate in fup- 
port of it. Some diicovery is made. One 
exclaims, this proves my hypothefis. ‘The 
other enjoins, nay, it is the ftrongeft argument 
in fupport of mime. ‘Thus they. contend ; 
they explore “fea and land” in fearch of 
truth; while fhe itands unveiled before them, 
in all her native lovelinefs, detpifed and neg- 
lected. ; 

So, on all fubjects, the pride of difcovery, | 
a fpirit of contradiction and prejudice, imflu- 
ence our opinions, and, in confequence, our 
conduct. ALFRED. 
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Berne, (Switzer/and, } Sept. 7. 


We received information, two days finces | 
of a dreadful accident which has deftroyed 
feveral villages in the canton of Schwitz. 
The following are the details of this difatter, 
the moft dreadful recorded in the annals of 
Switzerland :— 

«On Tuefday the 2d of Sept. at five in 
the evening, the Knippenbuld Rock, which 
formed the fummit of mount Rofenberg, was 
on a fudden detached from its ftation, and 
at the fame time part of the mountain, of 
feveral feet in thicknefs, on the weitern fide, 
and about 280 feet in thicknefs on the eatt 
fide, gave way and fell into the valley which 
{eparates the lake of Zug from that of Lau- 
wertz, overwhelming the whole of the vil- 
lages of Goldan, Reethan, Butinghen, Huz- 
loch, three parts of that of Lauwertz, and 
{ome houfes in the village of Stein.—The 
‘all of one part of the mountain into the lake 
of Lauwertz, about 2 fourth part of which is 
iilled up, caufed fuch an agitation in the wa- 
ters of the lake that they overthrew a num- 
ber of houfes, chapels, mills, &c. along the 
fouthern fhore of the lake ; amongit others 
the mill of Lauwertz, where fifteen perfons 
were killed and buried in the ruins of the 
buildings, all the parts of which were dif- 
perfed with fuch violence that the foundation 
only remains, This mill was fituated 50 or 
60 feet above the level of the lake. 

«The waves alfo beat againft the village 
of Seeven, fituate at the extremity of the 
jake, and deftroyed fome houfes. ‘Two per- 
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overwhelmed, not dn individual efcaped. 
Upwards of one thouland perfons have been 
the victims of this difafter. 

«Several circumftances attending this e- 
vent are very remarkable. Enormous maii- 
es of rock were carried through the air to | 
prodigious diftances. The rocks in falling | 
drew with them immenfe mafles of earth, of | 
fromm ten to eighty feet in thicknefs; andnum- | 
bers of thefe mafies, together with blocks of | 
flint-ftone, were thrown on the oppoiite | 
fhore, to the height of from eight to one | 
hundred feet. One can icarce believe one’s | 


eyes When he fees thefe phenomena. Every in- | 


{tant one fees houfes, fome forced on one tide, 
others cut in two and feparated at great dii-| 
tances, and others carried more than a quar- 
ter of a league ftom their foundations. 

«The villages of Goldan and Reethan, con- 
fifting of 115 houfes, that of Bufinghen of 
123, have totally difappeared. Of Lauwertz, 
which loit 25 houfes, there remain ten build- 
ings, and all much damaged.” 





ExtraG from the Life of Cumberland, 
~/ 


Ta a nation, like this, where all ranks and 
degrees are laid open to enterprize, merit or 
good fortune, it is fit, right and natural that 
fudden elevations ihould occur and be en- 
couraged. Jt is afpur to induftry, and in- 
cites to emulation and laudable ambition. 
Whilft it leads to thefe good confequences, 
it muft alfo tend to others of a different fort. 
In all communities fo conftituted there will 
be a fecret market for cunning, as well as a 
fair emporium for honefty, and a vaft body 
of inen, who can’t fupport themfelves with- 
out labour of fome fort, and won’t live by 
the labour of their hands, muft contrive to 
live by their wits— 

Hone? men 
Are the foft eafy cufbions, on wiich knaves 
Repofe and fatten— 

But there are more than thefe—Vain men 
will have their flatterers, rich men their fol- 
lowers, and powerful men their dependants, 
A great man in office is like a great whale in 
the ocean 3 there will be a fword-fith and a 
threfher, a Junius and a John Wilkes, ever 
in his wake and arming to attack him :— 
Thefe are the vext /pirits of the deep, who 
trouble the waters, turning them up from 
the very bottom, that they may emerge 
from their mud, and float upon the furface 
of the billows in foam of their making. 

The abftraét hiftory of fome of thefe 
gentry is curious—when they have made a 
wreck of their’ own reputation, they affault 
and tear in pieces the reputations of others ; 
they defame man and blafpheme God; they 
are punifhed for their enormities ; this 
makes them martyrs ; martyrdom makes 
them popular, they are crowned with praif- 
es, honors and emoluments, and they leave 
the world in admiration of their talents, be- 
fore they have tafted the contempt which 
they deferve. 

But whilft thefe men may be faid to fight 


a7 
“- 
they can but Live im notice are content to 
live in trouble, there is a vaft majority of 
ealy, unarsbitious, courteous humble ferv- 
ants, whofe unoffending vanity afpires ‘no 
higher than like Samfon’s bees. to make 
honey in the bowe!s of a lion, and fatten on ' 
the offal of a rich man’s fupertluities. \They 
afk no more:of fortune than to float, like 
the horfe dung with the apples, and enjoy the: 
credit of good company as they travel down. 
the {mooth and eafy ftream of life. For 
thefe there is a vaft demand, and their tal- 
ents are as various as the ufes they are put to. 
Every great, rich and confequential man, 
who has not the wifdom to hold his tongue, 
muft enjoy His privilege of talking, and there. 
mutt be dull fellows to liften to him; again, 
it, by talking about what he does not under- 
ftand, he gets into embarraflments, there 
muft be clever fellows to help him out of 
them: when he would be merry, there muft 
be witty rogues to make him laugh ; when. 
he would be forrowful, there muft be fad 
rogues to figh and groan and make long 
faces ; as a great man muft be never in the 
wrong, there muft be hardy rafcals, who will 
{wear} _, always in the right ; as he muft 
never iuauvw fear, of courfe he muft never fee 
danger ; and as his courage muft at no time 
fink, there muft be friends at all times ready 
to prevent its being tried. 


Theoderic, Archbifbop of Cologne. 

«This prelate was illuftrious in: his line 
for his talents, erudition, and morals. One 
day the Fenperor Sigifmond afked,of him 
initructions to obtain happinefs. . «* Wecan= 
not, Sire, expect it in this world.” —«“Which, 
then, is the way to happinefs hereafter ?”——. 
«You muft act virtuoufly.”—-« Whatdo you 
mean by that expreilion ?”«« I mean,” fays 
Theoderic, that you fhould always purtiic 
that plan of conduct, which you promife to 
do whilft you are labouring under a fit of the 
gravel, gout, or. ftone.” 


Long Speeches. 

«« An orator, at a meeting during the troub» 
les of the League, began a fpeech with: pre-~ 
mifing, that he fhould divide the fubjeét he 
was about to treat of, into thirteen heads: 
‘The audience were heard to murmur, ‘and to 
interrupt this formidable beginning. « But,” 
continued the orator, “to prevent my being 
t6o prolix, I fhall omit a dozen of them.” 

THE FEMALE EYE, i 

A modern Writer gives the following enu= 
meration of the expreffion of a female eye : 
the glare, the ftare, the leer, the tneer, the 
invitation, the defiance, the denial; the con+ 
fent, the glance of love, the flafh of rage, the 
{parkling of hope, the Janguifhment of foft- 
nefs, the iquint of iufpicion, the fire of jeal- 
oufy, and the luftre ét pleafiire.” 





—_——— 


T) CORRESPONDENTS. 

We hope again to recognize Evcrnio 
among our corref{pondents. 

ALFRED has our thanks }- we expect much 
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SELECTED POETRY. 








dtr. Eviror, 

I fend you the following which I met with in a Eu- 
ropean Magazin:. In refined fentiment and diz- 
nity of expre(fion, it has a near refemblance to 
modern amatory porms. 


A MODERN SONNET. 


Farwell ! thou beauteous animal, farewell ! 
Thy patience, fo much longer than thine ears, 
None but a Yoric#’s tender pen could tell, 
And call, from Chriitian’s eyes, a flood of | 
tears ! 


But what avail’d thy patience, or thine ears ? 
Or what the love-lorn notes thou once didit 
pour, 
When, as thy fav’rite pafs’d, thou ftood’f in 
ears, 
Tied with a halter, at my grannam’s door? 
O! as fhe pafs’d, how didft thou raife thy tone! 
And mighty proofs of love didit thou reveal ! 
And fometimes thou would’{t bray, and fome- 
times groan, 
Expreflive of the paffion thou did’ft feel ! 


Thou had’ft more worth than Macedonia’s King, 
Than Julius Cefer, or than Bonaparte ! 

The friend of man, and not his foe, I iing ! 
They drew a dagger, and you drew a cart. 


Detefted names ! Ch, what a fatal three / | 

Thank Heaven ! before thee #wo are gone to | 
duft ! 

The other foon, I hope, will fo'low thee, | 





For follow thee afluredly he mutt ! 


Yes f he muft die, tho’ Frenchmen cty, alas ! 
Thus falls the dere, and thus fails the a/s ! 





The following is a corre@ copy of ihe old, but juftly 
admired ballad, * Blind Belifarius,? written by 


“ Collins, an itenerant player.’ 
“ Date Obolum Belifario.” 


O Fortune, how ftrangely thy gifts are award- 
ed! 

How much, to thy fhame, thy caprice is re- 
corded ! 

Since the wile, great and good, of thy frowns 
feidom ’icape anr : 

Witnefs bind Belifarius, who begg’d for a half- 


LITERARY TABLET. 


“JT have fought, I have bled, I have con. 
quer’d for Rome, fir ; 

I have crown’d her with laurels that for ages 
wil! bloom, fir ; 

From her foes’ harlh dominion I’ve raifed her 
to power ; 

I efpous’d her for life, and diigrace is my dower. 

Date obolum Belifario. 


“ I no foldiers e’er rifk’d by attacking at 
random, 
Nor vict’ry infur’d with a nif de/perandum ! 
But, whenever I fought, 1 made both friend 
and foe know 
That all my defign was pro publico bono. 
Date obolom Belifario. 


“I no colonies loft by attempts to enflave 
‘em, 
Nor of Roman’s free rights ever flrove to be- 
reave ’em ; 


NY, * > = ee + a . . 2 
Nor, to bow down their necks to my pride o1 : 
’ YI | ** Whofe charms can make the wort cond'tion 


my pleafure, 








hy Health ! 


Have an empire dilmember’d, or fquander’d 


its treafure. 


Date obolum Belitario. 


«Nor yet, to enrich or ennoble myfelf, fir, 


, Have my motives been tarnifh’d by bafe views 


of pelt, fir, 
For fuch fordid defigns I’ve fo far been from 
carving, 
Blind and old, I’ve no choice—but of begging 
or Rarving. 
Date obolum Beliiurio. 


“ Now if hero or fatefmen fhould hear his 


relation, 
Whole deeds have itill been for. the good of the 
nation, 


Who, though feeble and blind, fhould like me 
grope his way, tir, 
The bright fun-beams of virtue will turn night 
to day, fir. 
Date obolum Belifario. 
life’s {park, tir, 
the dark,”’ fir, 


hands round his bed, fir, 


his bread, fir. 





penny. 
Date obolum Belifario. 


He whofe fame for trac valour was {pread 

far and wide, fir, 

In whom none—but his country—his praife 
e’er denied, fir, 

By his poor faithful dog was through Rome’s 
city led, fir, 

With one foot im the greve—fore’d to beg for 
his bread, fir. 

- Date obolum Beilifario. 


As a young Roman knight was by chance 


pafling by, fir, 


The old foldier’s appearance at once cau ght his 


eye, fir’; 


And his purfe in his helmet he dropt with a 


tear, fir, 


Whilft the veteran's fad ftory: attracted ‘hisear, 


ad ' Gr. 
Date obolum Belifario. 


Date obolum Belifario. 





James Fox. 


Sfimplicity. 


ifh Bards. { Tablet. 
INVOCATION TO POVERTY. 
“© Poverty ! of pale confumptive hue, 


*“‘ If thou delight’ to haunt me fill in view, 
“Tf ftill thy prefence muft my fteps attend, 





“ But if, wanting that light, at the clofe of 
He at length comes to take the great “ leap in 
He may with, while his friends wring their 


That like blind Belifarius, he’d bege’d for 


It may be intercfting to fome of our readers to fee a 

Specimen of the poetic talents of the late Cuarirs 
Although this has not that high 
polifh, which conflitutes the elegance of this fpectes 
of writing 3 it 4s poffeffed of one powerful charm, 
The qualifications reguifite for the po- 
et and orator are nearly the fame 3. thofe of the latter 
are too cell known in the forum to need any com. 
ment here ; and if a good heart, a lively and en- 
thufiaflic imagization and corre® tafle may be 
ranked with the former, he poffeffed tkem in an 
eminent degree.— Had his political avocations al- 
lowed him to cultivate his genius, we believe be 


would not have been the leaft cfleemed of the Brit. 


(**And with thee bring thy daug 


“ At leaft continue, as thou 
wT hen Scotch example bids m 
“ Falie to my word 


art, my friend. 
: e be unjuft, 

: » Unfaithful to my try 

“ Bid me the baneful error quikly fee ae, 


*« And thun the world to find r 

** When vice to wealth w 
eye, 

“ Or int’relt fhutting ear to forrow’s cry - 

* Or courtiers’ cultom would my staan be d 

“ My foe to flatter, or defert my friend ; ea 

“ Oppoie, kind Poverty, thy temper’d thield 

“ And bear me off unvanquith'd from the field. 
a a giddy Portune e’er return again, 

“With all her idle, reftlefs, wanton train, 

*“ Her magic glafs fhould falfe Ambition hold 

“Or av'rice bid me put my truft in gold ; 

«To my ieltef, then, virtuous goddels, halte, 

hters ever 


epofe in thee. 


chatte, 

! Liberty! and Wifdom! fifters 
bright, 
light, 

‘* Beneath the hardeft fate the mind can cheer, 


'** Can heal affliction and difarm deipair ; 


** Tn chains, in torments, pleafure can bequeath, 
* And dreds in dmules the tyrant hour of death !” 





THE STORM. 

In the high-towering poplar thus fwinging 
My lyre, hang fufpended at eafe: _ 
Thy ftrings, ut wild intervals, ringing, 
When .wept by the breath of the breeze. 


The blue vault its full beauty difplaying, 
Net a clowd the pure ether o’erfhades, 
And in fighs his tott wifhes betraying, 
The green foliage fond zephyr pervades. 


Thus I leave thee to murmur and quiver, 

As whiipers the flow-rifing wind ; 

While here, {tretch’d on the banks of the river, 
i repoie, in light flumbers ieclin’d. 


Ha ! along yon horizon dark fcowling, 
What tempett-fed thadows appear ! 

Clouds ! clouds! rife inceffantly rolling ; 
Hark! the flow’r, whiltles loud on mine car 


O my harp, my companion, my treafure, 
Let us rife, let us haiten away : 

Tis thus flies the phantom of pleafure, 
With quick flep ever hafting away. 





ADDRESSED TO MISS C. fF. 


I SAW thee fr/, a rofe-leaf grow, 
Jult fprouted from its parent tree 4 
I Saw thee next a rofe-bud glow 
With bluth of {weet simrLicirY. 


I came again, and thou wert blowa 
In beauty’s richeft majetty, 

But though the rofe mature had grown 
I found the bud stmpcicityY. 


Oh long in health and beauty glow 
An honor to thy parent tree ! 

But whilt thy d/uhing rofes blow 
Oh keep thy bud simputcrry. 
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